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Generations Connect Before Our Eyes 

Dor L’Dor was not a slogan, but was on display this week.  At the 

Milestone Chumash Celebration, our Second Graders were presented with 

personalized Chumashim by two great grandparents Celia Carillo and 

Julieta Roditi, spanning four generations of Jewish life.  As Rabbi Weiser 

noted, there have been 132 generations since we stood at Sinai to receive 

the Torah - truly Dor L'Dor!  We can look ahead four generations and 

imagine each of these 36 recipients presenting to their great 

grandchildren.  At the HDS Science Fair Monday 23 award winning 

projects were on display.  In two cases, it was a replay of the Fair held in 

January, 1990 when Dr. Tom Broudy and Meryn (Snyder) Ellis (HDS 

1990) each won the identical awards that their children won this 

week.  We look forward to history continuing to repeat itself. 

Mazal Tov Elie Kemp for 

winning the Middle 

School Spelling Bee this 

week! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

     February             March 

February 3, 2016 
1 pm dismissal - Faculty Professional Development 
 
February 9, 2016 
1st Grade Siddur Presentation 1 pm 
 
February 10, 2016 
Rosh Chodesh Adar I Assembly 2:50 pm 
 
February 15, 2016 
President's Day No School 
 
February 18, 2016 
Star of India Fieldtrip 4th Grade 
 
 

March 7, 2016 
No School—Professional Development Day 
 
March 11, 2016 
2nd Trimester Ends 
 
March 24, 2016 
Purim Noon Dismissal 
 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Re-Enrollment Deadline is Monday, 

February 1st! Don’t miss your 

chance to save $200 per child when 

you register by this date! 

mailto:rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org
mailto:eworkman@hebrewday.org
mailto:klapp@hebrewday.org
mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org
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 Parshat Yitro 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Yitro  (Ex. 18:1 – 20:23) 

Hearing of the miracles G-d performed for Bnei Yisrael, Moshe's father-in-law Yitro arrives with Moshe's wife and sons, 
reuniting the family in the wilderness. Yitro is so impressed by Moshe's detailing of the Exodus from Egypt that he converts to 
Judaism. Seeing that the only judicial authority for the entire Jewish nation is Moshe himself, Yitro suggests that subsidiary 
judges be appointed to adjudicate smaller matters, leaving Moshe free to attend to larger issues. Moshe accepts his advice. 
Bnei Yisrael arrive at Mt. Sinai where G-d offers them the Torah. After they accept, G-d charges Moshe to instruct the people 
not to approach the mountain, and to prepare for three days. On the third day, amidst thunder and lightning, G-d's voice 
emanates from the smoke-enshrouded mountain and He speaks to the Jewish People, giving them the Ten Commandments:  1.  
Believe in G-d;   2.  Don't worship other "gods";    3.  Don't use G-d's name in vain;  4.  Observe Shabbat;   5.   Honor your 
parents;  6.   Don't murder;     7.  Don't commit adultery;  8. Don't kidnap;  9. Don't testify falsely; 10. Don't covet. 
After receiving the first two commandments, the Jewish People, overwhelmed by this experience of the Divine, request that 
Moshe relay G-d's word to them. G-d instructs Moshe to caution the Jewish People regarding their responsibility to be faithful 
to the One who spoke to them.   (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA:  The mores present in today’s Western world 
seem to suggest that the Ten Commandments are, at best, 
recommendations but certainly not legal or moral 
mandatory obligations. The commandments that relate to 
money and to sexual probity are publicly violated, almost 
with impunity, on a seemingly daily basis.  This is true with 
regard to all religious groups, including ours as well. 
  
One would have thought that after more than thirty-three 
hundred years of human experience regarding these 
matters, the message of Sinai would have finally taken root 
in the Jewish and human soul. But apparently we are still 
standing before that desert mountain awaiting Divine 
instruction as to how to conduct our behavior and our lives. 
  
We said that we would do and we would listen but in reality 
our commitment was not absolute and our moral compass 
is still not properly adjusted. Hence, we are aware of 
everything that is still happening all around us. The 
obsessive nature of shopping and the ever-futile pursuit of 
entertainment and escapism have sapped the vitality and 
holiness of the Shabbat in the Jewish world, and of any day 
of rest in human society generally.  
  
Murder is an everyday acceptable occurrence and the 
warped amongst us even justify its commitment by hiding 
behind the name of God. And honoring parents and elders is 
passé, a relic of ancient ideas and bygone societies. So, one 
can easily see that there is not much left of the Ten 
Commandments in the modern world. 
  
But, we should not be overly discouraged by all of the 
above. After all, God has not given up on us so why should 
we do so. The prophet Malachi has taught us: ‘I the Lord G-d 

have not changed.’  There are no other sets of 
commandments from God to the human race and to the 
Jewish people – and the proof of that statement lies in the 
fact that ‘….you, the children of Yaakov have not been 
destroyed.’ The Jewish people remain eternal. 
  
As far as G-d is concerned, so to speak, the Ten 
Commandments remain obligatory and enforceable through 
G-d’s will. King Solomon warned us in Kohelet never to say 
that previous times were better than our days are now. All 
generations rose against the Ten Commandments, violated 
them and disregarded their practical and moral import. But 
the Ten Commandments have survived all attempts to 
ignore, modify or even forget them. 
  
Instinctively, we are aware that they are in force and set the 
bar by which we are to measure ourselves and assess our 
actions. Thus the revelation at Sinai was not a one-off event. 
In the words of Avot, the echo of Sinai reverberates daily in 
the universe that we inhabit. The Ten Commandments are 
not past advice. They are current instructions and 
mandatory obligations, a loving Torah that speaks to our 
generation and its challenges and problems. We would 
certainly be wiser and happier if we heeded its words and 
absorbed its eternal moral messages. 
    
  
Shabat shalom. Rabbi Berel Wein © 2016  
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 The Soille Scene 

Eighth Graders Celebrate Science Fair 
Projects! 
 
In the Hebrew Day tradition, the 8th graders began the school year 
deciding on a science fair project and beginning the research, testing, 
interviewing and analyzing of their hypothesis.  This week was the 
culmination of all of their hard work as the projects were on display and a 
celebration was held Monday night. 
 
Students decided upon a problem to solve and used the scientific method 
to find the answer. Projects ranged from purifying water, social pressure 
and cheating, essential oils to improve behavior and kill bacteria, placebo 
effect and anchoring. 
 
Judges (including an engineer, teacher, Graduate assistant, 
Computational Scientist) spent two days reviewing each project and 
deciding on the winners who are: 
 
1st Place:  Isaac Broudy, “A Quantitative Assessment of Nutrients and 
Their Impact on the Microbiome Health” 
2nd Place:  Shoshana Ellis, “It Says Organic…Is it True?” 
3rd Place:  Ilan Cosman, “A Bird in the Hand: The Influence of Age and 
Gender on the Endowment Effect.” 
 
All of the 8th grade science projects will be submitted to San Diego 
County this week for screening. If accepted, the county competition is on 
March 16 at Balboa Park. 
 
If you see an 8th grader, ask them about their project! 
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 The Soille Scene 
Giving Back 
ACE Community Day of Service 2016 
 
Chesed (kindness) is a concept we discuss in all our classrooms here at SSDHDS. As part 
of our Successful Me character development program we stress the importance of 
working on yourself, in order to sync with others & appreciate the blessings Hashem has 
given us. In our middle school,  no program exemplifies these lessons more than our 
ACE Community Service program. ACE stands for Achieving Chesed and Excellence and 
our middle school is an exemplary illustration of chesed and excellence in motion. 
Thousands of hours have be spent by our student body to make a difference in the 
Greater San Diego Jewish Community!  
 
As part of this initiative every year our middle school spends time as a whole, 
simultaneously doing Chesed! Sixty nine middle school students,  along with their 
enthusiastic chaperones spent a meaningful part of their morning January 25th making 
a difference! We spread out to four different locations around San Diego - Seacrest 
Village, Friendship Circle, JFS Hand Up Food Pantry, and our very own school! We are 
very proud that in its 4th year,  this program has already proven tried and true to 
encourage the growth of future Jewish leaders. Our middle school students made their 
mark this past Monday! They continue to do so with their volunteering which year after 
year goes above and beyond their obligation! 
 
Thank you to the parent volunteers who took time out of their day to transport students 
to one of our volunteer site locations. A special thanks to the middle school faculty for 
their continued support and participation in this special day of service. You are 
immeasurably crucial to the success of our students on a daily basis and your 
participation only elevated the experience for them! 
 
Quotes from Students: 
 "Community Service is so important because it matures and humbles the doer and 

helps the community!" - Sam Rappoport (Class of '16) 
 "Because of my experience serving the greater San Diego Jewish Community, I am a 

stronger person" - Naomi Raz  (Class of '18) 
 "At Seacrest Village I had to talk a lot to the residents, which could be hard, but was 

fine. I had to be OK with the slightly uncomfortable situation, but I know it was very 
good for me." - Anonymous 

 "Because of my experience serving the greater San Diego Jewish Community, I am 
happier and more content with my achievements. I am also very proud and inspired 
by the elderly who have had a lot of experience with life" - Rivka Peikes (Class of '16) 

 "Taking time to help with the school library may not have been my first choice but I 
feel accomplished and proud that I made a difference in the place I go to every day to 
learn!" - Anonymous 

 "Packing food for the homeless at the food pantry was an amazing experience. We 
are more thankful for what we have and were amazed at how much we were able to 
accomplish as a team. They told us we packed double the usual amount! It was so 
meaningful to be able to help so many people! - Chaya Leos & Hadassah Moryosef 
(Class of 2017) 
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 The Soille Scene 

The kindergarten class found a creative way  to celebrate the holiday of Tu B'shvat this past Monday.  They had a 

great  Brachot Picnic and had a fantastic time on they're  "nature walk" scavenger hunt. 

In the past few months, the third grade students have 

learned how to write narratives, and they each wrote 

mystery narratives that corresponded with our 

completion of the mystery series The Boxcar 

Children. After using graphic organizers to fill in the 

elements of their mysteries, the students got their 

own Google accounts and typed their mysteries using 

their accounts for the first time. Then, during 

computer class, the students learned how to copy and 

paste their text into a program called StoryJumper. In 

StoryJumper the students added pictures and 

backgrounds to their text and created beautiful 

mystery storybooks. The great thing about 

StoryJumper is that these stories can be ordered as 

hardcovers or paperback books for a small fee, 

making the third graders into published authors for 

the first time!  

Student Leadership Council put together an activity for 

elementary school where they would write a mitzvah 

they did and paste it onto their grades tree for 

TuBshvat.  

Rabbi Cohen attended Torah UMesorah conference 

organized by Rabbi Yehoshua Levi  featuring David 

Nagel as keynote presenter on the topic of Developing 

Student Voice.  

Sarit Kaplan-

Nadel presents 

her science 

project to 

elementary 

students.  
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 The Soille Scene 

Class of 2022 Receive their Torah  

This year, the Second Grade Chumash Party occurred the week of Tu B’Shvat 

and Parshat Yitro – the Torah portion in which we read about the giving of the 

Torah at Mount Sinai.   The smiling faces during the performance and while 

Chumashim were handed out could be compared to the excitement the Jews 

had on our nation’s special day years ago.  Thousands of years later, these 

students (Soille’s 2022 graduating class) are still proud members of a nation 

whose tradition of learning Torah lives on strongly as the main connection 

between all Jews.    

A special thank you is owed to Morot Danielle, Lihi, Sharon, Judith and Mrs. 

Kaplan-Nadel as well as Zeji for designing a beautiful performance.  The 

students sang about the tradition of Torah, how they learn Torah and the 

importance of being a Jew.  The children sang songs and recited meaningful 

words beautifully that were heard all around the world while we streamed it 

live.  It was seen in foreign countries including Israel, South Africa and Mexico 

by adoring parents and grandparents. Thank  you to all the volunteer parents 

who helped make this a memorable event! 
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 The Soille Scene 

Movin Into Middle 

School Night 

5th grade students had the                   

opportunity to get a taste of middle 

school at the same time a chance to 

be creative and express themselves! 

It was a wonderful experience for 

students and parents both! 
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 Preschool News 
At A Glance 

In this week’s parsha, Yitro, our precious preschoolers learned about Hashem 

giving the Torah to the Jewish people on Har Sinai and the Ten 

Commandments! 

Every class celebrated Tu B’Shvat in a meaningful and fun way- with parent 

parties, art projects, and tasty treats! 

The Caterpillar room thanks the Sutherland and Kinori families for each 

generously sponsoring an item from their wishlist! 

Our Butterflies planted and made beautiful Ten Commandment handprints! 

Ladybugs have been tasting various citrus fruits everyday this week! The tots’ 

favorite is shockingly lemon! 

The Frog kids danced and sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to a tree, enjoyed corn 

salad, and made a hand-printed tree! 

Our Green Dragonfly class made delicious tree cupcakes and our Yellow 

Dragonfly class invited parents for a special Tu B’Shvat party and planted a 

pomegranate tree! 

The Hummingbirds took a nature walk to the park, painted recycled bowls, 

made tree trunks with 

stamps, and had a Tu 

B’Shvat seder! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Thank You! 

Rabbi Moskowitz for the D’var 

Torah on Tu B’Shvat! 

Upcoming Dates 

Early Dismissal on Wednesday, February 3 -- 1:00pm 

Rosh Chodesh Adar A - Wednesday, Feb 10 

No School- Presidents Day - Monday, Feb 15 
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 Soille Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

…Dena Brookler (HDS Class of 2007) on her marriage to Dovid Love, and to proud 
parents Maxwell (HDS Class of ‘75)and Deborah Brookler and grandparents Kitty 
and Raphael Silverman and families!  

...Eric (HDS Class of 1997) and Malka Adelman on the bris of their son Ezra Chaim in 
Atlanta, and to proud grandparents Lonnie and Morah Susan Adelman and family. 

...Eitan Rosen (HDS Class of 2016) on becoming Bar Mitzvah in Israel and to proud 
parents Debbie and Michael Rosen and families. 

 

 

Upcoming Educational Events: 
Adat Yeshurun Torah Speaker Series: 

 Rabbi Yaakov Horowitz - Friday and Saturday, February 5th  and 6th. 

 Rabbi and Rebbetzin Veffer - Friday and Saturday, February 19th  and 20th.  

 The Bostoner Rebbe - Friday and Saturday, February 26th  and 27th.  

 Rabbi Benzion Twerski - Friday and Saturday, March 11th  and 12th. 

 

Bring in your Boxtops! 

Save your Boxtops and bring them 

to school.  For every 10 Boxtops 

your child submits, they will receive a prize from 

the front desk.  For every Boxtop Hebrew Day 

submits, we receive 10 cents.  It’s a win-win for 

everyone!  Act NOW!   

Recycle your ink 
cartridges 
Bring in your used ink    
cartridges to Hebrew Day! 

Join SPA Now 

Have you joined the SPA (Soille Parent Association) 

yet?  There is still time to support our parent 

association.  Who benefits from SPA?  Students—

Rosh Hashana fair, Chanukah dreidels and gelt, Tu 

B’shevat goodies, Purim goodies, and 

more.  Teachers—Teacher Appreciation Week 

including lunch and flowers, classroom help, challah 

and grape juice in younger grades, Parents—Back to 

School Bash, Hot lunch program, Purim mishloach 

manot. 

To join, go to www.hebrewday.org/ parents/SPA. 

We Thank Our Volunteers! 
Thank you very much to our recent Hebrew Day                
Volunteers.  We can’t do things without you! 

Ariella Adatto 
Stefan Bain 
Gina Bemaras 
Rudy Beraha 
Abe Broudy 
Pam Broudy 
Ron Caplan 
Gina Carillo 
Lori Carnot 
Alejandra Cheikka 
Paul Datnow 
Vanessa DeLara 
Sigalit Dimenstein 

Estee Dvora 
Rachel Eden 
Moises Eilemberg 
Nicole Eilemberg 
Gavin Horn 
Sarah Kasendorf 
Tail Lerner 
Tamar Levin 
Elena Maya 
Odeya Mizan 
Tracy Nakach 
Marty Navaroli 
Ilana Podolsky 

Romy Rothstein 
Julie Rupp 
Debby Seidle 
Meryn Snyder 
Tamara Weissler 
Rotal Zanani 



Movie Night Form  
Pre-K to 5th grade 

February 6th , 7:00 pm - 10:30 pm 
                                              

- $10.00 per child includes popcorn, cookies and drink. 
- $8.00 additional siblings, per child, popcorn, cookies and drink included.  
- +$4.00 for pasta dinner and fruit. 

 

Please arrange for pickup no later than 10:30 p.m. 

Any questions you may contact:   

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please fill out form and send back to school ASAP 

Make Checks to SSDHDS 

        (Check if you would like) 

Name of child ___________________________ ______   Pasta Dinner 

Additional Sibling _________________________ ______   Pasta Dinner 

Additional Sibling _________________________ ______   Pasta Dinner 

Total amount   $    ________________________ 

Parents name ____________________________ 

Emergency contact   (      )  _________________ 

Any Special Instructions_____________________ 

________________________________________ 

 

 



PARENTS!!!!! 

Saturday night 

Movie Night is Back  
Pre-K to 5th grade 

February 6th, 7:00 pm - 10:30 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th grade is organizing a movie night with fun activities to 
fundraise for the Israel trip. 

Drop off your kids at Hebrew Day School Saturday night, 
and let us take the hassle out of making babysitting 

plans!!  

We’ll take care of your kids and they’ll have a blast!!! 
-  

- $10.00 per child includes popcorn, cookies and drink. 
- $8.00 additional siblings, per child, popcorn, cookies and drink included 

- +$4.00 for pasta dinner and fruit 

Please fill out form in the back and send it to school ASAP.  

Any questions you may contact:   

February 6 th  
   Don’t miss it! 
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